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Thank you, Mr. Chairman:
Allow me to congratulate you on your election as chair of this Meeting.  Your ample experience and well-known skills are certain to ensure the success of our efforts. 

I would also like to thank the government of Chile for its generous and traditional hospitality in hosting this Meeting of Government Experts in preparation for MISPA III and particularly for its highly valuable contributions to the MISPA process over the years. 
Mr. Chairman, Delegates:

I wish to share with you my immense pleasure at the progress made by the Committee on Hemispheric Security over the course of its 17 meetings.  The drafting of the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas and its adoption at MISPA I in Mexico on October 28, 2008 marked the beginning of an intense process of serious and in-depth analysis, which has been advanced in other important meetings, such as that of Montevideo, MISPA II in Santo Domingo and preparatory meetings like the one that brings us together today.  The Commitment to Public Security in the Americas has become the fundamental charter in which the states have grounded their political and technical cooperation and efforts to build a more secure hemisphere.    
Mr. Chairman:
While it is true that much has been done, it is also true that these efforts are not yet sufficient.  The very stability of our countries and --in particular, my own, Guatemala-- is at stake, as violence and criminal activity seriously threaten the very foundations of our democratic way of life by producing a distrust of our institutions, weakening justice, altering the public order and jeopardizing the progress and well-being of the people.  The Secretary General of the OAS had the following to say in his opening address at the meeting in Mexico about the deep-seated anxiety created among citizens by their feelings of insecurity:  “This is a problem that not only threatens the security, health, physical integrity and lives of hundreds of thousands of our citizens, but even places the very foundations of our region’s economic development at risk.  And that is not all:  We are all aware --and can no longer continue to deceive ourselves otherwise-- that the spread, power and influence of criminal activities seriously imperil the very integrity of our region’s states and democratic institutions. This cannot be denied, for there are entire cities and whole regions in Latin America and the Caribbean where powerful criminal elements have replaced or are seeking to replace government institutions.” We must therefore intensify our efforts and work together to counter the spread of violence and criminal activity.  This is the major challenge before us today and now and we all share the obligation to address it through efficiently-performed, well-timed, comprehensive and preventive actions coordinated among our countries, using reliable and up-to-date information that will also enable us to gauge the impact of our decisions, and aided by a modern judicial system and a legislature (parliament) that is well-informed and prepared to take action in this area.  We are convinced that multilateral forums offer the best terrain for discussing, arranging and combining efforts to prevent and fight the scourge of violence that threatens the people of the Americas.   
Mr. Chairman:,

Crime and violence are a contemporary phenomenon that threatens security and good government.  We are all aware that they are not restricted to a single area or province or even to one country, but that their transnational nature makes it even more urgent to arrive at comprehensive solutions, enhance cooperation among institutions and governments and, above all, limit ourselves to the use of mechanisms that promote the rule of law and full respect for human rights as a sine qua non for achieving greater social well-being and security in an environment of democracy.  
We have been faithful witnesses to the enormous efforts made by the General Secretariat to accomplish the tasks we have assigned it in this area.  But we are also aware that regardless of the commitment and professionalism for which it is noted, its possibilities are limited by a shortage of   personnel and funding, although we cannot fail to recognize all it has accomplished with the little it has been given.  
In this connection,  the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has drawn attention in its report of May 2010 on Citizen Security and Human Rights “to the effects of violence and crime on governance in countries of the hemisphere and has declared that in order to provide security to their citizens, they  a police force that will protect the people, a stronger, judiciary free from corruption and impunity and a prison system that will prepare inmates for true rehabilitation and reinsertion into society.“  There being no ideal formula or tried and true method for preventing and prosecuting crime, the responses of governments in confronting crime and violence have obviously varied.
The document “Public Security in the Americas: Challenges and Opportunities,” presented by the OAS Secretary General at MISPA I, discusses the costs of violence, which must be paid by society as a whole but, unfortunately, in largest measure by its poorest and most vulnerable sectors.  
The associated costs of violence include: 
· the toll in human lives, which runs into the hundreds of thousands hour-by-hour and year-by-year, 
· the political costs arising from the seriousness of the violence, intensified threats to democratic governance, or the growing loss of credibility of and trust in political institutions;
· the social costs, as reflected in the way people live, their relationships with each other and how society is organized, together with the cultural patterns emerging from their behavior; and   
· the economic costs, which can be perceived in how society prepares to take care of or defend itself, the opportunity cost of the goods that are removed for this purpose or destroyed or that must be replaced, the hours of work needed to cover the cost of further security and which the final consumer must pay, and the increase in fiscal spending for this purpose, with the consequent siphoning off of resources and their marginal loss of utility.   
This goes to show the link that exists between security and development.  In other words, insecurity makes development and well-being more costly and, therefore, more difficult to attain, with the result that there is more injustice and less freedom and that human rights are denied.   
This meeting, Mr. Chairman, will shed more light on this highly complex and pressing scenario, so that we can gain a better understanding of the challenges we face today.   We will engage in a wide-ranging and constructive discussion in which experiences and information can be shared that will shore up our determination to cooperate and our capacity to face up to the looming threats to our communities, both new and of long standing.  This event, where the groundwork will be laid for the agenda to be addressed at the forthcoming Meeting of Ministers of Public Security in Trinidad and Tobago, constitutes an ideal forum in which to examine more dynamic responses to the problems confronting those to whom we are answerable, the peoples of the American hemisphere, who anxiously await better alternatives for security and justice.   
Thank you.
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